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Gun control
Gun control has been a controversial issue in the United States for a long time. Americans differ in a range of subjects and gun control is no exception. For the past forty years, half of the country is adamant that owning a gun makes you safer. This faction of people believe that the only way to stop a bad guy with a gun is a good guy with a gun. On the other hand, the other faction of Americans believe that having a firearm puts you more risk of committing a crime, of committing domestic violence or even being shot. The reason for the high crime rates is that US tops the world in the number of guns owned by civilians. There are 393 million civilian-held guns in the US which means more than one gun for every American. America alone owns about half (46%) of the world’s guns. This explains why there is a high rate of crime in America than any other country. The crime rates includes committing suicide by shooting self. According to Patel et al. (2016), people who attempt suicide by guns are more likely to die than those who try it with other means. 
Why is it an issue of concern?
My attention is drawn by the large numbers of people who die as a result of gun violence. According to a study done by the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun violence, around 114,994 people are shot each year in the United States. It is estimated that every 3 and a half minutes, one person is shot in America. In 2016, 425 people were shot every day in the United States. 18 people are shot every hour and six of them die. This translates to 100 people who are killed by guns every day. Mass shootings have been exacerbated by the many people who own guns (Bangalore and Messerli, 2013). 
Most of the minor shootings receive little attention from the media. I believe social media has not played its role in drawing attention to gun violence. The media has been biased in reporting gun violence. This is because the media reports only the major mass shootings while ignoring the shootings of the disadvantaged communities. Gun violence only becomes a hot topic after mass shooting in a middle class neighborhood. It is difficult for media to cover shootings that happened in an urban, poor neighborhood because they assume it is a normal thing. The media downplays these minor shootings as well as promoting injustices and suppressing the rights of the marginalized. Therefore, I believe the media has failed in its role of unearthing and bringing into light some of the injustices regarding gun violence. Media should be at the forefront in reporting such happenings. 
Due to the many deaths that are caused by gun violence, I believe that it is important for the government to change laws concerning gun ownership. This should start from with increasing the age for gun ownership and imposing stricter rules for gun ownership. I think raising the legal of gun ownership from 18 to 21 as well as banning sale of semi-automatic weapons can reduce gun violence in the US. Stricter laws covering gun sales should also be implemented. If these laws are implemented, gun violence can be reduced in the US.
The high crime rates in the United States related to firearms can be reduced by having stricter rules for gun ownership (Prickettm et al., 2019). US crime rate is the highest in the world especially with firearm-related deaths. Most of the firearm-related deaths can be reduced by having stricter rules for gun ownership. How do guns make us safer when many firearm related deaths are reported every day? Ownership of guns makes us risks our lives more than it makes us safe. 
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